
We write to thank you for your leadership and actions to protect our country’s national security and
economic interests.

As leaders who served at the highest levels of the military across the globe and operated in the Indo- Pacific 
during the course of our careers, we have seen on the frontlines how U.S. civilian diplomacy and development 
tools are central to a comprehensive American strategy to compete with China and protect U.S. national 
security interests.

As a nation, we are approaching a critical juncture in our strategic competition with the PRC – one we have 
seen play out first-hand not only in the Indo-Pacific, but across the globe. China continues to expand its 
global footprint, using a combination of soft and hard power tools to advance its national interests. The PRC is 
doing so in an aggressive manner that is not only threatening to our allies and partners, but detrimental to our 
strategic interests.

In March, the PRC’s Foreign Minister stated that his country has “pressed the acceleration button” on their 
own diplomatic engagement strategy around the world. Simultaneously, it’s no coincidence that Beijing has 
sharply increased its diplomacy and development budget as it seeks to broaden its influence. According to 
the Lowy Institute, the PRC already overtook America’s global diplomatic footprint back in 2020 with more 
embassies and consulates around the world – a concerning development that, if left unchecked, puts America 
on the back foot as we compete for influence globally.

While serving in uniform, we were proud to work hand in glove with our nation’s diplomacy and development 
agencies around the world. Whether in Africa, Latin America, or beyond, the State Department, USAID, the 
U.S. Development Finance Corporation, and other development agencies are the tip of the spear when it 
comes to reducing conflict, fighting hunger, eradicating disease, and advancing U.S. security and economic 
interests. These platforms are critical for providing a credible American alternative to the PRC’s development 
deals and are essential to protecting the nation we swore to defend.

Shortchanging our nation’s diplomacy and development tools would be a self-inflicted wound for protecting 
U.S. national security interests, and we urge you to support robust funding for development and diplomatic 
tools in the Fiscal Year 2024 International Affairs Budget. These investments are critical for America’s 
national security and economic well-being.
 
Thank you for your consideration and leadership at this critical time for our nation. 

Sincerely,

The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
Majority Leader 
U.S. Senate

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
Speaker of the House 
U.S. House of Representatives

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Minority Leader 
U.S. Senate

The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries 
Minority Leader 
U.S. House of Representative
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